
Project #4: Balloon Car
Can you imagine cars without rubber? It's hard to, right? Rubber is one of the

materials that made it possible to make cars. 
 

Here is a photo of Mr. Stark's Ford Model - T. This car is 100 years old! The
Model - T is one of the most popular cars in American history.  

Where do you see
rubber on this car? 

 
Can you find rubber
on your family's car?

 

In this experiment, you will make a balloon car. It might seem like just a fun toy,
but air power is one of the oldest ways of moving things. Cars, trains, and even
planes have used compressed air to power them. There may be a lot more things

in the future that run on compressed air. 

Property: Rubber is elastic. This means it stretches and then comes back to its
original shape. Because of this, when you release the air through the straw, the

rubber shrinks back down to its original size and air is forced out of it. This is what
powers your car! 

Model T Roadster, Ford Motor Company
(founded 1903), manufacturer, 1922,
assembled metal, The W.H. Stark House,
Orange, Texas, 0.2.1. 



Start by using the markers  to
design the sides of the car. 

Draw and color whatever
you'd like! Use your
imagination.   

Slip a black foam wheel onto
each dowel rod. Then use the
white paper straw to cover
the dowel rod.

Place the other wheel on the
opposite end. These are your
axels.  

Use tape to secure the axels
to the base of the car.

Line up each axel at the edge
of the cut outs for the foam
car sides.  

 
 

- 3 pieces of foam cut outs
(to create the car shape) 
- 4 black foam wheels  
- 6 white foam weights
- 2 white paper straws
- 2 wooden dowels
- 1 balloon
- 1 bendy straw 
- 1 pack of markers  

*You will also need tape for
this project.

Flip the car over. Tape the
balloon to the bendy straw
(near the end that bends). 

Then use to tape to secure
the bendy straw to the base
of the car.

Insert the decorated sides of
the car into the cutout spaces
on the base. 

Blow on the straight end of
the bendy straw to inflate the
balloon. 

Use your fingers to hold the
air and then release and
watch your car go!Add the white foam weights to the center of the car to see

if this changes the speed. Try different levels of inflation
for the balloon. Have fun! 

Keep Experimenting! 

Start by laying out
your materials:  


