TIME CAPSULE IN A STORY
Every story is forever stuck in the time and place it was created. The meaning of stories
can and does change over time. New readers see it in new ways. Good stories always seem
to mean something to readers no matter what time they are from. Let’s take a look at the
world the author of Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland was writing in using the classic
questions - who, what, where, when, & why.

WHO?
The author of the book is Charles Lutwidge Dodgson (1832 1898), who used the pen name of Lewis Carroll. A pen name is a
name someone uses instead of their given name for things they
write. He was one of the first professional photographers and later
became a math professor at Christ Church, part of Oxford
University in England.

WHAT?
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland is a kid’s
fantasy (a story set in a world with things that
are made up or not real and often has magic) book
written for children based on a number of stories
Dodgson created for and with some children he
knew. It follows its main character, a 7 year old
girl named Alice, as she travels through a
strange, fun, and sometimes scary world called
Wonderland.
She meets many odd and crazy creatures, all of which were based on things from
everyday life when the book was written. The book was meant to be fun and not serious.
It was Dodgson’s first full book and soon became a bestseller.

WHERE?
Dodgson wrote the book while a student and
later a teacher at Oxford University in
the city of Oxford. At the time, Oxford University was one of the best colleges in the world. It
was in the Kingdom of England (a kingdom is a country ruled by a king or queen).

England was a part of the United Kingdom along with Scotland, Ireland, and Wales. It was
also part of the British Empire (an Empire is a number of kingdoms and territories
controlled by one government), which was the largest in the world and included dozens of
countries like India, Canada, and Australia just to name a few.

WHEN?
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland was first published (put
together and sold) in 1865. It took about 3 years to create. Its
first origins were stories told beginning around 1862. The book
was written in a time called the Victorian Age, named after
Queen Victoria, who had already been Queen of England for
almost 30 years and would be for more than another 30. This was
a time of great change called the Industrial Revolution, when
a lot of new things like modern factories, trains, and machines
were invented. All of this changed the way that people lived and
how society worked and played. Many of these changes can be
seen in Wonderland.

WHY?
Dodgson wrote the original book for Alice Liddell.
He had created stories for Alice and her siblings.
These stories were originally told aloud, with ideas
and parts added with help from the Liddell children.
At some point Alice asked Dodgson to write all the
stories down, and he did in a manuscript (an early
version of a book) titled Alice’s Adventures
Underground (which he gave her in 1864). It turned
out so well that after a few changes and a new name, Dodgson decided to publish the book
Alice’s Adventures in Wonderland using the name of Lewis Carroll in 1865.
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